
PLEASE SEND ARTICLES, ADVERTISING, PHOTOGRAPHS ETC. FOR THE MARCH
2017 NEWSLETTER to Fran, 78 Byewaters or email fran.koster1@gmail.com

Grand Union Canal – Now you see it .......................................Now you don”t !!

BYEWATERS RESIDENTS
NEWSLETTER

D E C E M B E R 2016



Hi all,
DECEMBER .....It can't be!! Where have all the other months gone in 2016? We have had quite a good
autumn, watching the leaves change colour over Byewaters is always enjoyable.  We went to Glyndebourne
again this year, and really enjoyed it.  This time we saw Don Giovanni a Mozart opera, well worth seeing.
We are getting very cultured in our old age, having never been to an opera before last year.  Now we have
the bug, would definitely recommend it.  We were extremely lucky with the weather and spent four sunny
days in Eastbourne at the same time as visiting Glyndebourne. In September we spent a day in Southend

the sun shone for us all day and that evening we were lucky enough to see the Kinks musical 'Sunny Afternoon' at the Southend
Pavilion, recapturing our youth, after a very sunny day! Our two little ones are growing fast, Sammy is 10 months old in December,
and he is crawling and pulling himself up on everything.  Won't be long before he is walking, at the moment he is teething and
dribbling everywhere - a future Watford player!! Mia is about to turn 2 years 8 months and has a very wide vocabulary but she
only has to flutter her eyelashes and say P L E A S E Grandma and there is no way I can say no! Christmas is going to be very
exciting for her as she really understands this year about presents and Father Christmas, so we are going to have a great time.
Let us hope this coming year is going to be good for us all, a healthy and peaceful 2017 all over the world.  We are carol singing
for Peace Hospice Care again this year and it would be great if everyone from Byewaters would join us at Morrisons the details
are below.  Please keep supporting the 'litter pick' all year round, take home and bin anything and everything you can to keep
Byewaters looking good.  Wishing you all a really great Christmas, Chanukah, New Year etc. see you all in March.

Fran - Editor

Your Newsletter has Extra pages of trades & services on www.byewatersnews.co.uk or air your views on www.byewaters.blogspot
.com or Byewaters original website on www.byewaters.co.uk If you need to contact the directors email  directors@byewaters.co.uk

Thanks go to:- Mike Weintroub (Page layout),  Les Koster (Cover photos),  Byewaters Residents for their contributions, David Whittaker (web version),
IndyPrint Ltd (Printing), Newsletter delivery helpers Ralph and Lester and of course James Estate Agents (Sponsorship).

Our program of work to trim back the trees and bushes on the estate has now commenced
with the trees on the island near the Blackmore Lane entrance as the first phase. Other
phases will address a wider range of trees across the estate and bushes which have spread
too widely or have grown too tall. The cost of this work is being met by the service charge
reserve fund - and so the service charge demands recently sent out to home owners by MCS
have remained at the same level as last year. Barratt have also returned to clear the leaves and weeds from the road gutters.
Please do your bit to keep the estate tidy by picking up litter where you see it and keeping your gardens and trees in good order
too. We thank those of you who already do this.If you have any questions or issues regarding estate matters - or comments about
the program of tree and bushes maintenance - please contact MCS customer services email info@mcsproperty.com , phone
01920 466500. You can also contact us directly at directors@byewaters.co.uk . Other information is available on the
www.byewaters.co.uk website. All the directors of BEMC are volunteers who live on the estate. We wish you, your families and
all our neighbours a Happy Christmas and a safe New Year.. David - Byewaters
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A Note from the Directors BEMC  (Byewaters Estate Management Company)

CAROL SINGING FOR PEACE HOSPICE
CARE – WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER AT 7pm
IN MORRISONS

Can you join us on Wednesday, 7th December at 7pm for just one hour to sing for Peace
Hospice Care?  We are led by the St. Oswald's choir who are really great and have helped
us for a number of years to raise money at Christmas for the hospice.  A good time is had by
all and the money that we collect goes a little way to help the hospice keep going as they

depend on donations. Last year we even had a few shoppers who sat listening to us and enjoyed an early carol concert while
out at their local supermarket. Join us, please, and help us collect for this really worthwhile cause.  If you can't make it you can
still donate, I will keep rattling the hospice tin for a few days after the carol singing event. Fran

The Three Rivers Museum - Basing House is located beside Rickmansworth Library and Watersmeet
Theatre.  It is open from 2pm to 4pm Monday to Friday, and 10am to 4pm on Saturdays, staffed entirely
by volunteers. Admission to the museum is FREE. Talks are offered to the community on a variety of
subjects.  Publications on local history can be purchased from the museum.  For information about the museum
please contact. www.trmt.org.uk 01923 772325  or e-mail: info@trmt.org.uk

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sunday 4th December: 10.00am Christingle Family Service
Sunday 18th December: 6.30pm Traditional Carols by Candlelight
Christmas Eve 24th December: 4.00pm Crib Service

11.30pm Midnight Communion Service
Christmas Day 25th December: 10.00am All Age Christmas Communion Service

We would love to see you at any of our services during the Christmas period.
Robert Riley-Braley, Vicar, St. Oswald's Church, Malvern Way  (01923 332244)

NEWS FROM ST. OSWALD’S CHURCH – MALVERN WAY



And we are off properly now taking
on all comers, so if you think you're
good enough give Watford a
game. First in the ring are
Chelsea at the Vic and yes we've
got Capoue, who scores first!
Unfortunately Chelsea level on

80 minutes and then Costa sticks the
Blues winner in. Arsenal next to fancy their

chances. Watford have a poor 15 minutes and go 3
down. However, the second half the 'Orns pulled one

back. But again, the ref' was no “Friend” of Watfords. Off to the
new stadium for West Ham. Kick off approaching and the
teams enter the arena, 20 minutes later they reach the pitch.
The scoring was tooing and froing and Watford won 4-2. The
Red Devil's come to Watford with the Special One. A lesson in
football given and the Golden Boys trounce Man U 3-1. Still on
the bright side, the Man U supporters only had about 30
minutes journey home! Off to Burnley and up against Sean
Dyches team who played well, did their homework and
brought the 'Orns back down to earth by beating them 2-0.
Bournemouth visit next at the Vic which ends in a 2-2 draw. Off
to 'Boro next and Jose Holebas scores a stunner to win the
game 1-0. The 'Orns are quietly climbing the table…shhhh.

Our closeness to Croxley Common Moor is one of the biggest benefits of living on the
Byewaters estate.   There's an event there for you during the coming months, whether
you prefer a gentle stroll or getting stuck in to work.   All these events start 
at 10 am.   Meet by the kissing gate entrance at the bottom of Mill Lane. 
Guided walks: Trees and bushes in winter:  Sunday 15th January.
Practical work: Removing encroaching bushes (no previous experience 
needed):  Sundays 11th December, 8 January and 12th February.
Friends of Croxley Common Moor contact and information 
website at www. croxleycommonmoor.org.uk
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/croxleycommonmoor

Next up, where the 'Orns could not swan about for this game,
Watford went to Swansea where they drew 0-0. Then from
drawing Swans we fought Tigers when Hull came to visit. (I did
warn you months back, the reporting can only get better.) No
shots on target for Watford, and so Hull feeling sorry for us, set
about showing how to score in their own goal. Thanks for that
and we'll have the three points as well. Off to Merseyside and
the famous Liverbirds looked on and no doubt had a big smile
on their faces when the score ended 6-1 to the Reds. Well, we
did beat them convincingly last season. 8th in the table and I
don't think anyone has noticed…… And for eagled eyed
readers, who haven't drifted off to sleep yet, yes I left the
Gillingham cup game out, alright? 
Happy Christmas everyone Ralph - Evensyde

CROXLEY COMMON MOOR

Dwarf Thistle, Croxley Common Moor

WATERSMEET’S 2016 PA N TOMIME FROM 8TH - 31ST DECEMBER

Friends of Watersmeet Film Society 
[based in Watersmeet, Rickmansworth, a Council owned venue]
The Friends of Watersmeet Film Society is run entirely by volunteers, it is welcome to
everyone and offers tea and cakes at the matinee and a Bar in the evening.  Membership is
not necessary and the films are digital. Parking vouchers, costing £1 allowing 4 hour parking
in any of the local shopper's car parks can be purchased from Watersmeet immediately prior
to the film. 
‘Anthropoid’ Wednesday, 11th January, ‘The Girl on the Train’ Thursday, 19th January,
‘Our Little Sister’ Thursday, 23rd February. All the films are showing at 2pm and 7.45pm.
Watersmeet box office are taking bookings. Further details of our films see our website

www.friendsofwatersmeet.org.uk do come and enjoy our films with us-if you feel like joining the list of volunteers you would
be doubly welcome!!   General enquiries: Derek Harrison 01923 446728 Mob. 0771 302 8485                     Shiela   Secretary
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Christmas letter to Santa from a child –
out of the mouth of babes – we could all
learn something!

Byewaters Needs Your Email Address
I am finding a lot of email addresses need
updating.  Can you please let me know if they
have changed as I am still collecting email
addresses which are always very helpful when
information needs to be sent out quickly to
Byewaters residents.  If there is anything that
you wish to raise please contact me at

fran.koster1@gmail.com

Y O U RB Y E WAT E R SN E E D S
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CROXFEST SIXTH YEAR AND IT’S A SMASH HIT !
This year's festival was a fantastic event for all the family and the rain did not dampen
everyone's enthusiasm.  Roughly 5,000 attended, the bands get better every year and
everybody had a wonderful time, none of which could be achieved without the fantastic
volunteers.  Croxfest facebook page was full of congratulations for the organisation team
and bands who provided top class entertainment.  The opening band was Wild Minds
followed by Strange Folk, The Imaginery Hat, Brocker, Ska Faces, Soul Enforcement
Bureau, Our Friends Electric and the headline act DeLorean. From the facebook page
and general feedback people can't wait until next year the 7th Croxfest, can they top this
year's watch out for information roll on next September.

*********** SWAN ALERT ***********

I have been informed that our Swans, cygnets, wildlife
and even fish are being killed!!! Two young cygnets
disappeared and there have been reports of other birds
being slaughtered.  If you have information regarding this
please contact Rickmansworth Police Station's Steven
Jacobs who is dealing with these cases.  We must protect
our wildlife, please keep watch for anything suspicious
and let the Police know.

Twas The Month After Christmas

Twas the month after Christmas
and all through the house
nothing would fit me, not even a
blouse. 
The cookies I'd nibbled, the
eggnog I'd taste. All the holiday
parties had gone to my waist.
When I got on the scales there
arose such a number! 
When I walked to the store (less
a walk than a lumber).
I'd remember the marvellous
meals I'd prepared; the gravies
and sauces and beef nicely
rared.
The wine and the rum balls, the
bread and the cheese and the
way I'd never said, "No thank
you, please."
As I dressed myself in my
husband's old shirt and prepared
once again to do battle with dirt -
- I said to myself, as I only can

"You can't spend a winter disguised as a man!"  So--away with
the last of the sour cream dip, get rid of the fruitcake, every
cracker and chip. Every last bit of food that I like must be
banished till all the additional ounces have vanished. I won't
have a cookie--not even a lick.  I'll want only to chew on a long
celery stick.  I won't have hot biscuits, or corn bread, or pie. 
I'll munch on a carrot and quietly cry. I'm hungry, I'm lonesome,
and life is a bore -- but isn't that what January is for? 
Unable to giggle, no longer a riot. Happy New Year to all and
to all a good diet!  Anonymous

A B I G T H A N K Y O U
When Maxi my 8 month old Cockapoo
ran off, neighbours from Gill Close
helped look for her and even posted a
'lost notice' for me. The good news is
Maxi eventually found her way home
looking very bedraggled but home safe
and sound.  A big thank you to my
Byewaters neighbours for all their help.    

Beth       Heckford Close

NEWS ON ASCOT ROAD DEVELOPMENT
OLD ROYA L M A I L S I T E

A Byewaters resident has brought to my attention a further
proposal for the Ascot Road Development which is going
through consultation before it is passed by Watford Council.
Byewaters has not been included so far in consultation
meetings (one was held recently).  At the moment it appears
a tower (23+ storeys?) block of flats etc. could be part of the
proposal.  If you want to learn more of this please look at these
websites 
http://www.starc-architects.com/ascot-road-watford/   and
h t t p s : / / w a t f o r d . j d i - c o n s u l t . n e t / d o c u m e n t s /
pdfs_21/160817_croxley_view_low.pdf
of course you can also try and find out more information on the
Watford borough website https://www.watford.gov.uk/

Maxi looking ‘dog’tired!

CHRISTMAS
TREE ... OH!
CHRISTMAS
TREE

A novel idea for
those who forgot
to buy a tree this

year!
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There's More to Christmas... 
There's more, much more to Christmas 
Than candle-light and cheer; 
It's the spirit of sweet friendship 
That brightens all the year; 
It's thoughtfulness and kindness, 
It's hope reborn again, 
For peace, for understanding 
And for goodwill to all men!

POETS CORNER

Our Excellent Printer is:-  IndyPrint Limited
Tel: 01727 841 193     Email: sarah@indyprint.co.uk

Trades List and Useful Local Services
w w w. b y e w a t e r s n e w s . c o . u k O u r
trades list plus local information has
grown and so far takes up four
pages. Please look on the web page,
click on a newsletter and then scroll
down to get to the extra pages. It was
suggested that details of tradesmen
that have been used by homeowners
on Byewaters be listed.  If you would
like to submit the details of someone
or a local service you found useful
you can send me the information.  It
may help others when trying to find
the right tradesman or local amenity.

FOULING – DO N O T F O U L O N B Y E WAT E R S
A council in the We s t
Midlands is launching a
scheme for responsible dog
owners/the public to tip off the
council/ wardens when they
see other dog owners
allowing their dogs to foul and
not pick up after them.  The
fine of around £75 will then be
handed to the person who
reported the irresponsible
o w n e r. Seems like a good
idea, on the spot fines and
less children able to get
Toxocariasis from dog faeces.
Hopefully this will be taken up
by other Councils.  Please,
please pick up don't let your
pet be the cause of a child
losing their eye sight.
Biodegradable bags are FREE from the Parish Council
Offices and some libraries.  Always think of others and use
bags to pick up after your pet and then BIN it!

CORN STARCH BAGS  are available for
your silver food scraps bucket, they are an
alternative to using old newspapers.  They can
be bought from Parish Council Offices and
other places including the hardware store at
the beginning of Baldwins Lane (near the
Harvester). For further information regarding
your refuse contact www.threerivers.gov.uk
tel: 01923 776611

Do not be the cause of an
accident. Drive slowly around
the estate and park sensibly so
that visibility is not obscured for
either pedestrians or other
vehicles. Please, please can
you keep your speeds down
20mph or less is best.  Please
think of others and try not to
park on pavements or on blind

spots. (Parking large vehicles on or close to corners is not
advisable.)  If your vehicle damages a pavement you will have
to be charged for the repair.  Please always think of others
when driving and parking around Byewaters.

Don’t be the cause of an 
accident. 20mph or less !!

DRIVE SLOWLY

MERRY XMAS
AND A HAPPY

NEW YEAR

REMEMBER 

Who hides in
the bakery at
Christmas?

A mince spy !➧

What do you get if
you eat Chirstmas
decorations?
Tinselitis

At Christmas - A Thought
When you get stressed ever thought about why you

crave cakes, biscuits, chocolate etc ?
Maybe it's because STRESSED spelt backwards is

DESSERTS - say no more!!

Why are Christmas
Trees like bad
knitters?

Because they keep
losing their needles!

Help to recognise and tackle fraud (sometimes known
as “scams”), Hertfordshire Constabulary's Crime
Reduction and Community Safety Department
produces a regular update informing you of common
and emerging frauds that have affected local residents,
together with tips to help you stay safe. These contain information about various scams; bogus calls about council tax arrears;
advice about selling items online; alert about mobile phone upgrades, never let anyone use your bank account to store or move
money - money laundering is a crime. The update is in a pdf format, suitable for printing.  Previous updates can be viewed and
printed via the Crime Prevention Website at: www.herts.police.uk/ProtectYourMoney if you need help regarding this message,
the email address is philip.waine@herts.pnn.police.uk
General Contact Advice: Telephone 999 in an emergency where there is a danger to life or a crime is in progress. Telephone
101 for non-emergencies where police attendance is required, to report a crime or to report any other incidents. Calls to 101 have
a fixed cost of 15p per call.
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Don't have time to keep
your garden tidy OR need a
cleaner OR a dog walker -
give me a call.  I live on
Byewaters and charge very
competitive rates for local
residents.  

Tracey - 07507 059065

* Boiler Repairs & Servicing
* Gas Fires & Cookers

* Central Heating Installations
* All Heating & Plumbing Work Undertaken

* Landlords Certificates
* Prompt Service   * All Areas

Telephone 01923 247903  Mobile: 07765 405839

Gas SafeM.J. JELLIS
GAS SERVICES

www.Facebook.com/croxleycakes
Croxleycakes@hotmail.co.uk

“Delicious hand baked cakes, made fresh to order for any occasion”

HOMEMADE CAKES
TO ORDER

CROXLEY CAKES

FROM CUPCAKES TO
WEDDING CAKES WE
ARE ALL YOU NEED
FOR YOUR SPECIAL

OCCASION

CROXLEY CAKES
01923 776460
07886 718059

ZJ Cleaning Service has 10 years of combined
experience in the field of property maintenance and
cleaning.The cleaning services charges are per hour. We
only use professional cleaners and every member of our
team is trained  in cleaning techniques for efficient and
spotless results. 

Our cleaners/housekeepers are fully insured, vetted and
trained to the highest industry standard. 

Email: www.zjcleaning.com 
or telephone 0845 8340901 - Zorka Jankova

ZJ
CLEANING
SERVICE

The Peace Hospice now has a
revamped Hospice Lottery , you
can download a form online at
www.peacehospice.org.uk
or telephone Terence Smith on 
01923 330341 or email
tsmith@peacehospice.org.uk
This way you are donating
money to a good cause, for
maybe as little as a £1 a week
but with the chance to win
£10,000!

JADE – hairdressing in your home 
for your convenience

To book an appointment 
Telephone (mobile): 07826 855053 or (home) 0208 428 7404

For a full price list please telephone Jade.

Tel: 01923 682 201
Mobile: 07944 244 613     info@FircroftTreeServices.co.uk
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"A Professional Tree Company" 
since the 1950s

Open Mon-Fri 7.30-20.00. Sat-Sun 8.00-18.00 
Tel: 020 8429 9273 

email: info@arbormasteruk.co.uk

FURRY FRIENDS – Pet Care Services
• Caring, conscientious and locally based covering the

Croxley area with 15 years of experience in animal care
• We will feed & care for your pets (including watering

plants, taking in post etc) in the comfort of your own
home when you are away or home late

• Feathered & fishy friends also welcome
• £6 single daily visit (£10 for two daily visits)
• To arrange a FREE intro session call 

Abby on 
07834 602106

R.J. GOAD
General Building & Property Maintenance
ESTABLISHED 1989
Tel: 01923 285756  Mobile: 07823 885223
richgoad@ntlworld.com

DTAS Services
Digital TV & 
Satellite Services

Kaz.O'Donnell
City & Guilds, RDI, 
DTT Level 2

Call:

07769 226615 

or 01452 530384

or email  digitalkaz@hotmail.co.uk

Small family run company based in
Croxley Green.
Regular and reliable service - £1m
public liability insurance.
Conservatory roof cleaning service
available - 
Free no obligation quotations.
Please call Steve - 07538 400 788

Steve's Window Cleaners

HERTS FENCING &
LANDSCAPES

All types of fencing and
gates, decking, paving,

turfing, lawns and general
landscaping.

Established 25 years.

Call Stephen on
01923 718955

or
07523 853045

DKB SERVICES
Waste Disposal Repair Experts

Reasonable Prices
Speedy Service

Call Dermot on 01923 835559

Mike Galvin
(M Galvin Ltd -
Plumbing/Carpentry/
Decorating/Fencing)

Mobile: 
07976 832954
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Dashwood Carpentry (Conservation & R e s t o r a t i o n )

Daniel P. Dashwood-Smyth     www.dash-wood.co.uk
Tel: 01442 253049 Mob: 07545 819296
Email: Daniel@dash-wood.co.uk
• Carpentry BIG & small
• Furniture Restoration
• Surface Finishing
• Painting • Upholstery
• Flat Pack Assembly • Decking

ANYTHING WITH WOOD – I CAN DO IT!

Croxley Handyman Services
Carpentry and Electrical

Helping to keep your home the way you want it

For a reliable and friendly service call now. Free quotations.

Matt Robinson
07595 736345
matt224robinson@gmail.com

CONNECT  SECURITY
N & D Woodward 
247 Watford Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth 
Hertfordshire
WD3 3RX  
01923 251887
07813 136272
www.connect-security.co.uk
info@connect-security.co.uk

SSPPEECC..
FLOORING CONTRACTORS

PAUL ASHLEY

Spec Flooring Contractors Ltd Mobile: 07956 880 535
Unit 10, Seven Hills Farm Tel: 01923 818011
Seven Hills Road, Iver Fax: 01923 818437
Bucks SL0 0PA email: info@specflooring.co.uk
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STEPHEN FOREY Aerial engineer
City & Guilds RDI DTT Level 2

6 Anthony Close
Watford WD19 4NA

07545 168604  01923 440822
Email Stephenforey@gmail.com

M G AERIALS  Digital Aerials-Sky-Freesat

16 recommendations in WHICH magazine Local Tr a d e r

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS

P. Thompson
Efficient & reliable

01923 210939
Mobile:
07836 314626

Free Quotations  •  No Call Out Charge
Gas Boiler Servicing  •  Gas Boiler Installation

Gas Boiler Breakdown & Repair
Heating System Alterations

Heating System Controls  •  Power Flushing

I have been running Diet & Fitness
classes at the All Saints Church Hall,
Croxley Green since August 2001. 
Please contact me for further
information.

Telephone: 01494 871543/07773 465882

Website: www.jeannettepeel.com
Email: jeannettepeel.rcdfc@virgin.net

JEANNETTE PEEL
DIET AND FITNESS

QUALITY DECORATING AND MORE ......

Reasonable rates – just phone Colin

01923 211229 or 0785 8150611
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